PEARLS OF THE ORIENT

Inhabited by the Only Christian People of the Far East

The Philippines are the only Christian link in the chain of islands that extends
from Kamchatka south until it is lost in the grouping of those around the
equator southeast of Asia. The first European to see the inlands \\as a
Portuguese navigator, Fernao de Magalhaes, better known to us as Ferdinand
Magellan, who had become a naturalized citizen of Spain. He landed in 1521
and declared the whole group to belong to Spain. Later he was killed by the
natives. Portugal also claimed the islands and not until 1565 did Spain make
any attempt to take possession. In that year, a fleet under Miguel Lopez de
Legaspi arrived and set up a fort. For more than three hundred years the
Philippines remained under control of Spain.

THE Philippine Islands, if placed on
the eastern United States, would ex-
tend from the Great Lakes to the
Gulf of Mexico and from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Mississippi River. Yet the
area of the seven thousand islands is only
two and one-third times that of the State
of New York, or 114,000 square miles.
From the northernmost island Formosa
can he seen on a clear day, and from the
southernmost Borneo is only a few miles
distant. The nearest shore of Asia is five
hundred miles away, and San Francisco
seven thousand. Two-thirds the area of
the archipelago is represented by the two
islands, Luzon and Mindanao; other large
islands include Samar, Negros, Panay,
Palawan, Mindoro, Leyte, Cebu, Bohol
and Masbate. The coastline is twice that
of the United States.

Scientists tell us that the Philippines
were once a part of continental Asia and
that some of the islands have risen from
the sea in recent geologic epochs. Being
of volcanic origin, they have frequent
earthquakes, and a dozen volcanoes are
more or less active. Earthquakes have
caused much loss of life and property in
Manila, the capital, but most of the shocks
are harmless. In 1911 an eruption of
Taal Volcano, a low crater rising from
Taal Lake, covered several small villages
with hot mud, killing more than a thou-
sand people. May on Volcano, 8,000 feet
high, is perhaps the most perfect volcanic
cone in the world, reminding one of Fuji-
yama, which is higher but not so symmet-
rical. Other volcanoes are Mt. Apo in

southern Mindanao, 10,000 feet high and
Mt. Caniaon in Negros, 8,200 feet.

The Philippines art mountainous or
hilly with few broad plains or level val-
leys except in Luzon and Mindanao. The
Central Luzon Plain extend? from Ma-
nila Bay to Lingayen Gulf and through it
flow the Pampanga and Agno rivers.
This plain is the rice granary of the
Islands. The Cagayan, Agusan and
Mindanao rivers have broad valleys.
Part of northern Mindanao is a plateau
2,000 feet high on which graze thousands
of cattle. The coastal plains are narrow,
and on many shores the mountains rise out
of the sea. The coastline is irregular, but
there are few good harbors on the eastern
coast. Manila, Cebu, Iloilo, Davao, Le-
gaspi, Zamboanga and Jolo are ports open
to foreign steamers. Manila is on Ma-
nila Bay, entrance to which is guarded by
the rocky fortress, Corregidor, and on the
Pasig River which drains the largest lake,
Laguna de Bay. Coral reefs extend alon^
many shores. East of northern Min-
danao is the greatest known ocean depth,
35400 feet.

The mountains and much of the lower
areas are covered with forests, practically
all owned by the government which has
title to five-sixths of the total area. Huge
trees, some supported by flying-buttress
roots, arise in a tangled growth of climb-
ing bamboo, rattan and creepers of vari-
ous sorts including the balete which
finally kills the tree it encircles with its
clinging arms. The tropical forests of
the lowlands are dense, but in the high-
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